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HUST s#dOOrFS 
Januany-—3 
Bellamann, Henry VICTORIA GRANDOLET Simon & Delenten 
* King's Row held a place in the Best Seller lists for a long time; the auth- 


or, with this new novel, proves that he is not going to write "in the groove". I found 
Victorta Grandolet absorbing reading, last August, when it was scheduled for October 
publication; now ~ three months later, the impression persists, and its selection as 
Literary Guild book for January helps guarantee a good send-off, There is something 
of the atmosphere of Rebecca, but in this case Victoria herself is the “Rebecca” char- 
acter, and not the frightened white rabbit of a second wife. You see Victoria mold- 
ing her material to her own ends, playing with people's lives. Victoria had an infer- 
fority complex built on the mystery of her own parentage; this secret she kept, when 
she married Niles Grandolet, Louisiana aristocrat, owner of White Cloud and Far Felice, 
storied properties of the bayou country. There's extraordinary build-up of atmosphere, 
the power of place and legend over people's lives. Victoria, brought up in a New Hamp- 
shire rectory, patterns herself after the grandmother who became more Grandolet than 
e the Grandolets. She bore Niles a son, then cut herself off from her responsibilities 
as his wife. She buried herself in family legend and history, always playing a part, 
and bringing all near her unhappiness and unease, She spurred Niles on to a measure 
of success; White Cloud and Far Felice were brought to life again, but Far Felice was 
haunted by people and ghosts. And finally, when passion betrayed her, Victoria took 
the only way out, the way that put a seal on exposure. A fascinating story, saturated 
in the atmosphere of the eerie bayou setting, and the strange family. In retrospect, 
there seem to be loose threads, unending channels of thought, a sense of frustration; 


but the fascination persists. And it is good reading, $2.75 
January 4 
Robertson, E. Arnot THE SIGNPOST Macmillan 


This book (Book-of-the-Month for January) is dedicated to "the good friends 
I am about to lose in Eire". And yet, she has captured and faithfully portrayed the 
kindliness, the generosity, the warmheartedness of the people of Kildooey, who extend- 
ed hospitality to the strangers camping on the edge of the quarry to the point of em- 
barrassment - certainly to the point of frustration of any attempt at privacy. To be 
sure, she has shown too the all-pervading and unintelligent power of the Church, in 
the person of Father Keith, who held them in thrall to his conception of their duty. 
She has shown the disintegrating effect of some of their most lovable characteristics, 
the persistence of the generations’ old fight between Eire and Ulster, the loves and 
hates and unbridled passions of nationalism, the dangers and futility of isolationism, 
And she has caught, too, the feel of the countryside, the sea coast, the beauties of 
fog and sunshine, the warmth of emotion. Against all this, she has told a story of 
an R.A.F. flier, on sick leave, fighting a battle against an obsession of fear and 
@ shattered nerves, of his chance meeting and growing love for a French woman, Denyse, 
‘ seeking to escape from her memories. Together they rebuild a sense of newfound strength 


in entering intimately the life of the village of Kildooey, where they had gone to 
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forget. Father Keith senses their secret -— and warns them not to disturb the life of 
the village. But circumstances beyond their control are too much for them, and the 
element of the world outside, symbolized by “the signpost" reading To Dublin, and 
erystallized by the lovers, brings everything to the surface, changes the course of 
events. There is something of Eric Knight's This Above All in the analysis of the 
emotional tangles of Tom Fairburn's mind; something of Anthony Thorne's Delay in the 
‘Sun in the interplay of outsiders on a remote community. And something else wholly E. 
Arnot Robertson's own-perceptive, sensitive, sometimes evasive, diffused, but worth 


Not a book for all readers, but with the book club impetus, off to a 


searching out. 
$2.50 


good start. 
January 10 


Boyle, Kay AVALANCHE Simon & Schuster 


"* This is my pick of the new year's books so far. Not only is it superb 
story telling, with more definite a play for popularity than one associates with Kay 
Boyle, but it is a masterpiece of poetic prose, Sparse, sure, almost scanning in its 
phrasing, but sacrificing nothing of pace, suspense, or emotional quality in the pro- 
cess. It is a love story against a backdrop of the French Alps, those borderline 
ranges where Switzerland, Italy, France come together, with Mont Blanc dominating all. 
Fenton Ravel, half American, half French, had been taken to America when war threaten- 
ed, but has made her way back to the home of her childhood and youth, casting her lot 
with the people she loved, doing her job in Lyons of feeding the children, and seeking 
out the mountain village while on leave, hoping to find again Bastineau, the guide, 
whom she hac loved from childhood. Accidentally, she comes back in company with anoth- 
er guide, anda stranger to her, and Vaudols, a Swiss; and is immediately labelled "“sus- 
pect" because of it. Only the peasants accept her as one of them, only they let her 
know something of the activities of the French chasseurs alpins who are playing a dan- 
gerous game of contraband (refugees and partisans) across the line. Among them is 
Bastineau. Vaudois is known to be a spy ~ and she is assigned to watch him. Almost 
she becomes his victim + almost she betrays her friends, her love. But in the end, 
Bastineau and Fenton are reunited, and she is to go as his wife-to do her part in the 
fight for freedom. SEP serialization. 


PROPLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 
November 19 
Cooper, Louise Field . THE DEER ON THE STAIRS Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Again, social comedy but not as generally appealing as The Lighted Box, 
and somewhat purposeless, as a week-end in a small New England village resolves the 
story of the irresolute Iris. Delicate, whimsical, noticing dialogue and portraiture 
in the heroine and her entourage:~ Iris, who is aimless, romantic, “emotionally un- 
tidy", bored in the small ‘village, in her married life, and drifting from vague ro- 
mance; and her only friends, Ellin and John, who try to distract her. She is deter- 
mined this time to run off with a young clerk, William, shy, poetic, wan; Ellin and 
John relax the vigilance just long enough to let her slip away on what they know will 
be merely another unreal escapade.....Puffball for rentals. $2.50 


November 22 
Hueston, Ethel DRINK TO ME ONLYs.cooe Botbs—Merrill 


The problem of the periodic drunkard and the tenacious efforts of the wo- 
man he loves to help him conquer his weakness forms the focus of this novel, which is 
an unusual ~ though not wholly satisfying - approach to a ticklish subject. Denise 
has learned of Brad's secret tippling and his inability to fight alone, and for a time 
withstands his proposals but finally marries him only to learn that even her strength 





$2.50 V 
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is inadequate to the problem. Chance gives her a weapon, and by refusing to divulge 

‘the secret of an attack on her, she uses it to frighten Brad as to what his ignorance 

of his actions during a drinking bout might lead to, and raises hope for his temperance 
$2.50 


Jangaty 2 2| 7 
Seton, Anya DRAGONWYCK Houghton, Mifflin 


The author of y Theodosia has used early 19th century decor for a good 
story, a holding drama and colorful. Miranda, Bible-bred farm girl with a romantic 
head and a pretty face gets a chance to live her dream when she is sought as companion 
to the child of a wealthy relative. He is Nicholas Van Ryn, upper New York state 
Dutch aristocracy, arrogant, handsome, married to Johanna, whom he loathes, Johanna, 
heavy, indolent, gluttonous. Impressed with the elegance of Dragonwyck, and the dark 
glamour of Nicholas, Miranda falls in love and after Johanna's sudden death, they are 
married. Too late she realizes his satanic qualities, his violence, the latent ego- 
mania; eventually she faces the fact that he had murdered Johanna and that he was a 
victim of opium. Her baby dies. She fears that she will be his next victim, and fin- 
ally, with the aid of a young doctor, she escapes, and Nicholas is killed in a last 
flamboyant gesture....Originally reported for fall publication last September; since 
then serialized in Ladies* Home Journal. $2.50 


January 5 
Hurst, Fannie HALLELUJAH Harper 


This is Lily Browne's story, Lily with her talent for pity, attracting to 
herself the weak, unsure and helpless. Her own life is scarred by the murder her moth- 
er had committed and the ensuing attitude towards her of the small mid-western town 
where they lived. Lily has inherited her mother's prison-companion, Oleander, a Creole 
of no uncertain profession, and her loyalty to Oleander causes a break between Lily 
and Grant Sweetland, whom she had married. His career had consisted of running through 
fortunes, disposing of two wives, playing absentee father to his son Neal and his daugh- 
ter Eileen. Neal and Eileen turn to Lily rather than to their father; eventually 
"Sweet" dies in a drunken accident and Lily is free again, free of his alcoholism, his 
self pity, his cruelty, his despairs. A story of a woman who is catalyst for the pas- 
sions, torments, problems of those with whom she comes in contact, this gives full play 
for Fannie Hurst's almost hysterical emotional tension, her literary pyrotechnics. 
(Originally reported 9/1/43) $2,50 


Kelland, Clarence Budington HEART ON HER SLEEVE A-I6 Harper 


Bright and breezy sabotage and romance with Andree returning to her New 
England home to decide between brains and beauty as a career. A brutal attack on her 
father, head of the Senlac Plywood Company, puts her in charge of defense production 
and in charge of guarding the plant. She needles Commander O'Toole, the Navy Inspector 
for the plant, into quick action;she pufs obstacles in the way of moves of Dr. Lunt, 
whose mysterious actions and threats bring murder in their wake, and with directionless 
doubletalk does some powerful persuading for active resistance on the part of her work- 
ers and friends. Saving the Senlac formula is also part of her job and she manages to 
oust, by out manoeuvering, the spy-hoodlum element and get a stranglehold on O'Toole... 


Easy reading, with plus appeal for murder-mystery-spy addicts. S.E.P. serialization. 
$2.50 


Busch, Niven DUEL IN THE SUN Morrow 


Texas of the 1880's, with the emphasis on the The Code of the plains, and 
the controversial aspect the coming of the railroad presented to the old line ranchers, 
as background for the tempestuous romance of Pearl Chavez, poor relation of the wealthy 
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powerful McCanles family, She is promised marriage by one of the sons, Lewt, but his 
mother promoted his jilting of Pearl. On the eve of her wedding to Sam, worthy cowboy, 
Lewt kills Sam, becomes an outlaw, with holdups and further murders to his credit. 

Lewt demands that Pearl front for him in a train robbery and both are caught, but the 
MeCanles help Lewt escape. Jesse, another son, divorced from ranch affairs because of 
his championship of the railroad, defends Pearl, gets her off and plans to marry her. 
But Lewt sends for her again - and she follows him - to kill him. Jesse follows her 
and condones her crime and they head for the Cherokee lands to get their "strip" for 

a future home.....Turbulent days and legendary deeds for a superior Western. $2.50 


January 7 
Bennett, John III SO THEY SHALL REAP Doubleday, Doran 


This is unlike any Civil War novel I've ever read. The only book that had 
the quality it has - that I can recall ~ is Andrew Lyttle's The Long Night, a tale of 
revenge that survived the interruption of the war. ‘So They Shall Reap is a story of 
the back-country sWampers and small town Alabamians to whom the war was remote, unreal 
and a necessity only when thrust upon them. But it is primarily a story of a family 
feud between the Mitchells and the Crombies, a feud that tore Big Hole Swamp asunder, 
that survived a move on the part of the Hez Mitchells to Alabama, that disrupted a 
countryside when the Crombies followed them, that used the War Between the States mere- 
ly as a hiding place or a big stick over personal enemies. Sammy saw the war closeup- 
and unpleasantly uncomfortable - he was hungry and illy clad and badly equipped and 
undisciplined, and eventually he deserts and goes home to revenge the murder of his 
father and brother, the destruction of his home, the rape of his sweetheart. It is a 
grim and unpleasantly realistic story of the sordid underside of war and of the con- 
comitants of war; a regional novel of the dregs of the deep South; a brutal book.$2.50 


Norris, Charles G. FLINT Doubleday, Doran 


When you finish this you cannot tell on which side of the labor fence 
Charles Norris stands. Perhaps that is what he intended - to make people see for them- 
selves the evil and the good of both sides, labor and capital. His capitalists are 
stuffed shirts; his labor leaders, thugs; both sides play politics and railroad injus- 
tice; labor emerges as grim, personal, inimical, backbiting; capital as blind, pomp- 
ously sure of their divine rights, labelled by material possessions. Even Stan, whose 
position as heir apparent to the Rutherford shipping interests, and whose love affair 
with Caddie, young woman of labor sympathies, comes off as pretty much of a cad — and 
gets his when the disfigured labor leader, Rory O'Brien, renegade son. of Stan's uncle, 
incognito, turns murderer in a triangle crime passtonel, The period is that of the 
Pacific Coast waterfront labor upheavals. But the story is pretty artificial in its 
presentation. $2.50 


Southard, Ruth NO SAD SONGS FOR ME Doubleday, Doran 


The story of how a game young woman met the challenge of nine months to 
live ~ and a chance to set her house in order. She had hoped the doctor would say she 
was pregnant; instead she learned that she had a fatal cancer. She went home, sus- 
tained the light front she had always used to offset her homeliness. She faced the 
fact that her husband, Brad, ignorant of her condition, was falling for Roma, a Czech 
girl who was his assistant - and won him back, only in her turn to take Roma in hand 
to groom her (though she hated her) to be Brad's second wife, and mother to Folly, 
their child. Not an important book, but with @ holding quality. Nicely handled, avoia 
ing the irritants of sentimentality or nobleness, For women, a first novel. (Red Book 
one shot) $2.00 
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January 7 


Van Boecop, Baroness - THE KING TREE Doubleday, Doran 


Another novel of the Dutch East Indies (her first was Roots - 1942), - good 
material on Dutch colonization and the effects of brutally won wealth on a modern heir, 
marred by a certain obsolescence of style and by some mannerisms...Three generation 
span as Dutch-Portuguese Tony Perez and his grandson Evert symbolize to the workers of 
the plantation the greed, murder, ruthlessness that made Perez nationally famous as own- 
er of Pekalong Plantation, but form no part of Evert, who for all his wealth, hates his 
mixed blood and his inheritance. He finds in Dirk the epitome of all he wants to be; 
gives him a chance to work for the Plantation where he meets Saskia, an American girl 
of many enthusiasms, and gets a start on a colonial career. When Evert makes a duty 
tour of the Plantation, he too meets Saskia, loves her, but recognizes that she loves 
Dirk. In giving her up, he sacrifices his own slender hold on sanity - and is a ‘victim 
to the hate of the workers. $2.50 


January ?? 2/8 
Foster, Elizabeth DIRIGO POINT Houghton, Mifflin 


* For softer, lighter feminine moments, a love story which totes up to prac- 
tically nothing but pleasant company, nicely turned dialogue, romantic miscalculations 
and misunderstandings, all of which is refreshing as present day relief. (Singing Reach 
and The Days Fetween were published by Harper's). The story concerns Jasmin, 24, who 
falls in love with Tony, sees him again at Lake Winnebago after an interval, and finds 
that her mother, Laura, a divorcee, is violently opposed to him for no other reason 
than that Tony's mother was responsible for Laura's divorce. Then Roger turns up to 
soothe troubled waters - and on the side to Win back again Laura, whom he had always 
loved. Jasmin believes, for the moment, that Tony is her half-brother and runs off, 
but that mistake is disentangled and Roger reconciles the young people and straightens 
out his own marriage. Ingratiating tale. And there aren't many of its ilk today. 


$2.50 
25 
MacLeish, A. Fleming CONE OF SILENCE 1 |1@ Houghton, Mifflin 
’ A. distinctive and impressive piece of work which will be to many, unfortun- 


ately, merely writing for the sake of writing. There are phases of labyrinthine intro- 
spection, there are metaphysical evaluations. But - in final analysis - this is an in- 
tense, inquiring, often moving study of human relationship, accompanied by unusual lit- 
erary and cultural undertones. It is the story of Michael and Lisa, Michael, intellect- 
ual, literary, loving Lisa whom he persuades to marry him and give up the puritanical 
American to whom she was engaged. Later, with pregnancy, Lisa goes into an obsessive 
depression, negating even her love of Michael. They go to America where she has her 
baby; then, under psychiatric advice, Michael leaves her in a mental hospital. The 
baby dies; Michael defies medical advice, takes Lisa home, and brings her through with 
his faith and love. Definitely not a book for the average reader - nor for conserva- 
tive Public Libraries. ; $2.75 


Magdaleno, Mauricio SUNBURST mS Viking 


This might almost provide a sountrack for some of Rivera's paintings. A 
grim story of Mexican Indians betrayed by a greed and a lust for power on the part of a 
man who had risen from their ranks. It is a tale of the Mexican Dust Bowl, a land curs- 
ed by lime which chokes all growth, by poverty and pauperism, by the spark of life fan- 
ned by the excitement of the intercommunity feuds which eventually drive away the priest 
who is almost their only friend. They have idealized the "golden one", Saturnino Her- 
rera, who had become famous. He returns to them, full of false promises, he puts an 
overseer in the hacienda to draw on their very life blood for his own ends; they become 
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peons, slaves of the hacienda. At the close, betrayed, they kill the overseer; they 
doubt the faith of the once friendly storekeeper put in his place, and they look with 
QR Sis picion on the schoolteacher who strives to hold out to them some glimmer of hope 


Not easy reading, in spite of an excellent translation by Anita Bren- 


for the future. 
$2.50 


ner. 


Note: - These three titles were originally scheduled for Fall publication, and were re- 
ported previously in this service, 


LATE COMERS 


Golding, Louis NO NEWS FROM HELEN Dial 


Effective paralleling of a story within a story, in ‘this dramatic handling 
of the experiences of Danny Mather, newly arrived in war-torn London from the horrors 
of the Malayan campaign, a physical and psychological wreck, haunted by his loss of 
wife and son, the uncertainty of their survival - and his own nightmare of jungle fight- 
ing, escape, and sights of war. Then in sharp contrast, giving Golding his opportunity 
for ironic and almost cruel characterization, is the picture of Danny's mother and her 
four sisters, in solemn conclave, celebrating by reunion, the 50th anniversay of their 
mother's funeral, and resenting any intrusion of the world today. Tragic outcome. $2.50 


Tolstoy, Leo WHAT MEN LIVE BY Pantheon Books 
Whether intended for adults or young people, these folktales, written by 

the famous Russian, have a message for readers today. Stories and legends ~ eight 

of them - Dorothy Canfield Fisher in her introduction defines as “bread of the spirit" 
with an ever widening significance in reading and rereading, from sixteen to sixty. They 
are selected carefully, to build together a timeless narrative of what love can do for 
human beings. Tolstoy “rote these stories at his prime, with a background of experience 
and a fullness of art. The intimate details of background have helped form an indelible 
memory ~ albeit unconsciously ~ of Russian life and settings. The stories are familiar 
ones, for the most part. But in this fine setting, with decarations by Alexander Alex- 
eleff,, they should reach out to a new American public. (Publ.) $2.50 


Chamberlain, George Agnew KNOLL ISLAND Bobbs-Merrill 


Serialized in the SEP ~ a competent, likeable young love story and anti- 
Axis adventure in a New Jersey backwoods community. Enos, whose wife is lonely after 
their three sons go off to sea, adopts Karry, 17-year-old tomboy, to take the place of 
Watt, their youngest. One son is killed, one blinded, while Walt comes back in between 
trips, no longer the soft spoken youngster he had been and definitely hostile towards 
Karry. Karry fights back, until the two of them, tracking down a poacher, stumble on 
Axis doings and eventually work together to net an enemy sub. And Karry realizes that 


Walt is her guy, rather than Dave, who also loved her. Rentals = men and women, ( Publ.) 
$2.50 


Hyland, James A. THE DOVE FLIES SOUTH Bruce 


. 


Conditioned by secrecy about his mother, and by his father's attitude to- 
wards Negroes, George Woodward fears he has colored blood, hates Negroes with destruct- 
ive violence, jumps into politics with the segregation of Negroes as a motive. A meet— 
ing with a scientist who has turned a Negro white results in a deliberate experiment in 
George's being turned colored, so as to study the truth first hand. Accused of his own 
uurder, he is subjected to the degradations offered the race, finds refuge with his 


m 
y Map ::2eur's parents, regains balance within himself, and plans a future devoted to ra- 
cial education.....Based on facts of pigmentation changes, this symbolizes race hatreds 


and distrust resolved by understanding and Sympathy. (11/10) $2.50 
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November il 
Stafford, Muriel X MARKS THE DOT Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Muriel Stafford ("I" but definitely) takes a job on a small town paper 
as graphologist (which she is) to find herself, and her special talents, particularly 
useful in the identification of an unknown murdered man, and in the solution of the 
crime. The staff of the paper, the interest in the parole of the convict, blackmail, 
a fraudulent alias, and a second murder culminate in Muriel spotting the killer ina 
pen and paper chase. Publishers' pick as "mystery find". I don't agree. $2.00 


December 30 
Fenwick, E.P. THE INCONVENIENT CORPSE Farrar & Rinehart 


Winter isolation of a reunion party starts off with and ends with murder, 
as newspaper columnist Sebastian and his special assistant, Maggy, become the focus for 
the shrewd investigation of the local Sheriff. Maggy's efforts and Sebastian's refusal 
to permit his friends to cover up scandals break the case.....Woman's touch. $2,00 


January 5 
Field, Peter THE SMOKING IRON Morrow 


Pat and Ezra go off alone this time to the rescue of Katie Rollins, re- 
cently orphaned, and having rustler trouble on her border ranch. En route they clear 
up the matter of the killing of a sheriff, then attend to business by disposing of 
Katie's too kind neighbor and his rustling ring - and find her a husband. Slim but 
sure, $2.00 

January 7 


Bramhall, Marion MURDER SOLVES A PROBLEM Doubleday, Doran 


A New England doctor's daughter fighting for the innocence of the man she 
loves when the murders of two neighbors keep him the favorite suspect of the police in- 
vestigation. Family pride, secrets, emotions, confuse the issues, but justice triumphs. 
on schedule. $2,00 


Knight, Kathleen Moore DESIGN IN DIAMONDS Doubleday, Doran 


Margot Blair working alone this time, or almost, in the disposition of 
three million dollars worth of diamonds to Katrien ter Broek, refugee from Holland and 
still pursued by the Gestapo. Margot goes down to Mexico to locate Katrien, bucks mur- 
der, a double impersonation, and kidnapping, until she is retrieved by faithful Corey 
and an English agent. Mystery adventure with a smooth sheen. $2.00 


Lomax, Bliss SADDLE HAWKS Doubleday, Doran 


Rainbow Ripley and Grumpy Gibbs on the trail of a vanished Nevada prospect- 
or and a tangle over the rich mines of Painted Basin. Chinese vengeance, murder, theft. 
and an old home week of dirty skunks, cause the two partners plenty of action and just- 


ice - distribution along familiar lines. $200 
10 | 
January }4 
Daly, Elizabeth ARROW POINTING NOWHERE Farrar & Rinehart 


Bibliophile Gamadge combining profession with avocation as a search for a 
missing print from a book in the library of the Fenways, fine old untouchables, leads 
to murder and the exposure of a fraudulent impersonation. Very trim. $2.00 
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No Must Books - A Few Good Picks 


Inescapably moving material with spiritual significance in Margaret Runbeck’s THE 
GREAT ANSWER (Houghton, Mifflin); good gift merchandise, CARTOON CAVALCADE, edited by 
Thomas Craven (S &'S); good reading in Keith Wheeler's THE PACIFIC IS MY BEAT (Dutton); 
two saleable names in Stewart Edward White (ANCHORS TO WINDWARD-Dutton) and Pierre Van 


Paassen (THE FORGOTTEN ALLY ~- Dial) See reports below. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 
November 16 
Graves, Robert & Hodge, Alan THE READER OVER YOUR SHOULDER Macmillan — 


Demon investigation of the English language and its use from a survey of 
its qualities and confusions, and a history of English prose relative to the principles 
of clear statement. Detailed critical examination, in the light of these principles, 
of writings of various authors...Here are relevant standards and tests of intelligibil- 
ity in terms of modern reading habits, applicable to any type of writer. A book for 
discussion, study, for class and teacher, this combines literary criticism based on 
close scrutiny of work values, punctuation, meanings and subleties of interpretation, 
with counsel for perfection. An interesting approach kept alive by the author's cru- 


sading qualities. $3.00 
Novembe eae 33 


Clapp, F. M. AGAINST A BACKGROUND OF FIRE Harper 


The cryptic phase, the contrasting term, for modern, anatomical, often dif- 
ficult lyrics on a variety of themes: - love, frayed and passing emotions, mortality, 
the war, the West and scenes thereof, the imponderables, etc. Interesting mentally 
rather than emotionally, and occasionally abstruse. Limited. $2.50 


November"z3 // 2 
Runbeck, Margaret Lee THE GREAT ANSWER Houghton, Mifflin 


A personal, dramatic and poignant approach to faith which is in key with 
emotional needs today and of augmenting importance to many to whom it seemed outside 
their ken yesterday. There's the woman's touch, definitely, with some sentiment, but 
it is inescapably moving material which illustrates from actual experiences of the war, 
that “man's extremity is God's opportunity" and that a belief in God, even though un- 
acknowledged as such, is back of every fighting man. There are stories of Marines at 
Guadalcanal ("No atheism in those foxholes"), of London under Blitz, of Dunkirk, great- 
est miracle of all; there are stories of individual exploits, Eddie Rickenbacker, Bar- 
ney Ross, Seaman Izzi, Mrs. Choate, wife of CGR 3070's Joe; there are stories of planes 
and subs. Then there are incidents outside the fighting forces, + Rose Helene, the 
little French girl of five who gave sufficient faith to her mother ton cross the Pyren- 
ees by foot; Dr. Jaroshevich, who outprayed 53 days of torture and starvation at the 
hands of the Gestapo; Mrs. Bell, the little missionary, on a raft with some children 
for 21 days, Remember Daphne du Maurier's Come Wind, Come Weather (published in 1941), 
which reached a large audience even outside the ranks of the Moral Rearmament group? 
This has somewhat that appeal ~ a definite spiritual strengthening ~ without the bias 
of a particular pattern of faith. $2.50 


November 24 


Cass, Elizabeth & Wyman, Martha COOK'S AWAY Longmans, Green 


I'd hoped this would fill a real need for a cookbook simplified enough in 
both recipes and procedure for the vast number of women doing their own work for the 
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first time. It checks on the first count, but virtually ignores the need of explana- 
tion of procedure, assuming that routine (to the even half-trained cook) is understood 
by all. There are a few basic principles of equipment and planning succinctly set 
forth. The selection of dishes is basically simple, few tricky recipes, few off the 
beaten track ~ and therefore soundly chosen for the cook's day off, but not varied 
enough for the adventurous housewife, who wants to step out and experiment. A section 
on "Victory Aids" indicates substitutes for sugar and butter etc., but I was impressed 
with the assumption throughout that cream - yes, often "heavy cream" ~- was a possible 
and procurable item. Good point in time tables for cooking meats and vegetables, 
charts for weights and measures. Good general coverage for the average household. 


$1.25 
NoveatSer"30 ey. 
Rame, David THE ROAD TO ae Macmillan 


An English journalist, assigned to the American forces for the greater 
part of the North African campaign, David Rame has used every facet of his gifts for 
telling a story dramatically and making one feel and see the intimate details of back- 
ground, setting, operation and personalities, thus filling in the broader scaled re- 
ports such as Springboard to Rerlin (see P. 355). Successive graphic anecdotal bits, 
closeups of fighting, from the bloody taking of Oran, where the idea of Combat Command 
was tested out, with brief throwback to the brilliant achievement of the Algerian Con- 
voy, he proceeds ~ with Gen. Oliver's Tank Destroyer Battalion 500 miles through Alger- 
ia, and has full measure of heroic defeat and sharing in painful learning before the 
taking of Medjez, etc. Perhaps he is at his best in such handling of defeat (his book 
about Dunkirk — The Sun Shall Greet Them - has not been surpassed), Finally, after 
seemingly endless delay and setbacks, victory and Tunis. $3.00 


December 3 
Craven, Thomas-—fd, CARTOON CAVALCADE Simon & Schuster 


With the assistance of Florence and Sidney Weiss, Thomas Craven has pro- 
duced the cartoon book to end all cartoon books - or so it seems, though probably with 
next holiday season, another New Yorker Album will prove irresistible! This holds a 
different place, however, for it is not only a splendid collection of cartoons, but it 
has permanent value in the historical and biographical background introductions to each 
section:~ American Humor and the New Century; Cartoons from 1883 to 1916; World War I 
and the Impudent Decade; 1916-32: The New Deal; 1933-43. The analysis of the differ- 
ence between British and American humor; cultural and economic and political history 
surveyed, tongue in cheek, as springboards for contemporary cartoons; the beginnings 
of the comic strip- and the phases through which the "Cartoon Cavalcade” marches paral- 
leling American life. $3, 95 


December 7 


Hoyland, John S. INDIAN CRISIS: The Background | Macmillan 


This is an interesting parallel to Brailsford's Subject India (see P. 445)4 
Both authors are Englishmen with singularly objective views of England's failure in 
India. Both have faith in India's ability to cope with her own problems, without Brit- 
ish supervision. Both distrust the Pakistan phase of the Cripps’ proposals. Both reack 
similar views on the personalities. Brailsford gives more space to studying India under 
British rule (or misrule); Hoyland supplies more background in a study of the elements 
in Indian social and economic and political life, and puts more emphasis on the sore 
spot of the Indian States. He outlines, in closing, a seven point program, for immed— 
iate implementation of Indian freedom, along with specific steps to that end. Inter- 
esting reading, though not as stimulating as the Brailsford book. $2.00 
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December 28 thes 


Colegrove, Kenneth THE AMERICAN SENATE AND WORLD PEACE Vanguard 


“a democratic amendment of our Constitution is as much needed for winning 
a permanent peace as the building of armaments to defeat the Axis." Such is the text 
for Prof. Colegrove's persuasive volume on the problém as to whether any minority group 
should be permitted the last word (and such is the result of the Constitution's provis- 
ion for treaty ratification by the upper house 2/3 vote). He marshalls his arguments 
against the historical record, showing the Senate's recurrent tendency to block treat— 
ies and the resultant necessity imposed on the Executive to by«pass the Senate through 
the use of Executive Agreements. He studies the composition of the Senate today - with 
a view to their stand on postwar policies, with depressing results. Valuable as a 
challenge. $1.50 


Januasy—l- ae 2-I6 
Henderson, Algo D. VITALIZING LIBERAL EDUCATION Harper 


A somewhat different approach, though basically in concordance with Mark 
Van Doren's Liberal Education (see P. 418), this book re-defines the aims and functions 
as evident to the President of Antioch College. Liberal education should advance the 
culture of our time as well as give background to the past; it has a dual objective, 
both individual and social progress; it should develop creative habits, rather than 
passive. Methods to accomplish these are also dealt with, + the importance of knowing 
the students well, of cooperation between students and faculty in planning curriculum; 
of the teacher as an educator, not just a pedagogue; of promotion of critical inquiry 
and research; of bringing actual experience into play through off campus activities. A 
restatement, too, of the progressive methods and ideals used in some of the smaller, 
liberal colleges today, persuasively presented. | $2450 


Kuhns, William R.-&d. THE RETURN OF OPPORTUNITY Th a)S Pa Harper 


Authorities in specific fields suggest in brief previews the limitless op- 
portunities which will be opened up after the war, outgrowth of discoveries made dur- 
ing the war. New techniques, developments, discoveries hold promise in anything from 
laboratory research to office equipment, finance, agriculture, trade, education, city 
planning, housing, health, medicine, aviation, automobiles, refrigeration, steel, oil, 
metals, foods, journalism, radio, motion pictures, interior decoration, on down a long 
line. Roughly 200 contributions by men in big business and industry combine for this 


symposium of the opportunities the future holds. iyi 
3. 
Jarnery=3 a)» . J 
Pearson, F.A. & Paarlberg, Don FOOD Knopf 


Controversial in the extreme, this "black" to the “white” of Roy Hendrick-— 
son's Food Crisis ~ a book in direct contradiction to that book, and wholly damning 
the entire food situation today. The authors acknowledge that they speak as laymen; 
they seem to have an inadequate amount of statistical evidence to back their opinions; 
and the tenor of their sermon is - to put it mildly - obstructionist. They believe the 
situation is critical; they blame it on too low price ceilings, on Lend Lease, on ex- 
cess production of livestock and inadequate feed supplies. (The one point of agree- 
ment with Hendrickson) They attempt to debunk the nutrition experts, claiming that em- 
phasis on milk, eggs, meat, etc. is overdone ~ we should shift to grain ~ there is no 
"ill fed third of a nation". They deny the relation of inflation to rising farm prices- 
urge free range of food. prices to absorb surplus money! Wholesale condemnation of gov- 
ernmental attempts to control distribution of food, and criticism of rationing, as dis-— 
criminating against those who can pay the price. There is some space given to problems 
of machinery, labor, etc. Why this book? ae 


a. 
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January 7 
@ Gibbs, Phillip-Ed. BRIDGING THE ATLANTIC Doubleday, Doran 


A symposium of 17 articles, whose purpose is to clarify relations between 
England and America, but, though many Americans are quoted in the discussions, only two 
contributors are American by birth, which makes this a sort of one way passage of in- 
terpretation. There are accounts of commen ideals, the British parliamentary system, 
world courts, British social services, postwar freedom of the skies, world organiza- 
tion, Americans in England, portraits of Americans and their country, their history - 
all combining to offer some basis for mutual understanding, mutual aid and mutual ac- 
tion in world peace. Some of the essays are useful and worthwhile, others controvers- 
fal, and the whole subject to debate on our side, for its lack ef balance, $2.75 


Goffin, Robert THE WHITE BRIGADE Doubleday, Doran 


A spare, muted and extremely moving exposure of incidents in the Belgian 
underground, the White Brigade of men who could not "fight on the battlefield” and were 

| determined ta "fight under it". Under pseudonyms, here are those engaged in arson, 
| sabotage, murder, theft, and evasion - and who face constant trials, executions, re- 
| prisals. There is the amazing story of one man who faced a firing squad eleven times, 
| and still was silent; thereare accounts of violent torture, even against little child- 
ren; there is the story of Buchet, a main figure in the movement, whose child dies 
of T, B, whose wife assumes the blame for a crime she did not commit and is sentenced 
to death, while Buchet, spotted by the Gestapo, escapes to England where he is killed 
flying for Free Belgium. Not for the popular sale of Paris Underground, but impres-— 
sive material which should reach the thoughtful readers of the other book. $2.00 




















Goodhue, Cornelia JOURNEY INTO THE FOG Doubleday, Doran 





Vivid recreation of the Russian Kamchatka Expedition, authorized by Czar 
Peter just before his death. Commandeered by the Dane, Vitus Bering, who made a reconnais-— 
sance in 1725, the party, due to its inclusion of Academicians, its orders for invest- 
igation, its red tape, became a monster of mishaps, quarrels, heartbreaks,..but final- 
ly got under way. The two boats, St. Peter and St. Paul, parted after early explora- 
tions; Bering's ship touched the American Coast several times, but that of Chirikov 

was not as lucky, and both had their tragedies homeward bound. Bering was landlocked 
on an island near their Kamchatka base, and there he died, and there Steller, German 
scientist, made his famous observations. Bering's true charts never received official 
recognition, but the Northwest passage was opened. Revitalized, effective retelling of 
courage and devotion to a cause, of the high price paid for scientific knowledge. Good 
Arctic adventure. $2.50 





Parsons, Louella 0, THE GAY ILLITERATE Doubleday, Doran 


Autobiography of the so-called "First Lady of Hollywood", who has built her 
reputation on knowing all ~ and telling it first, about the cinema great. She writes 
of how she started, as a scenarist in the first days of movies; how she went to Chicago 
and New York as motion picture columnist, and won the friendship of Hearst. Illness 
sent her to California, where ~ after a year - she was well enough to settle permanent- 
ly in Hollywood, and eventually became the confidante and loudspeaker for film celeb- 
rities, There are bits about many of them, from Theda Bara on; about her scoops and the 
opposition; about her radio programs, her happy marriage, her life of excessive ebul- 
b lience, all told in superlatives, exuding cheer and kind words, She has her following - 
but is it a book reading public? I'd question it. $2.00 
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Stoll, Elmer Edgar FROM SHAKESPEARE TO JOYCE Doubleday, Doran 


Controversial, stimulating and rewarding reading, these essays,-1932-43~- 
discussing many differences of opinion, on periods in literature, and on masters of 
writing. This is "mixed company" of scholarly, meditative, critical commentary, deal- 
ing with the fallacies of psychological interpretation, documentation, hypothetical 
identification, characterization and style, the inner nature of poetry, the contrasts 
of classic and modern writing, novels, drama, poetry, and a wide range of personali-~- 
ties, from Milton, Congreve, Richardson, to Tolstoy, Dostoievski, Browning, and back 
to Shakespeare, and even to Cicero. From source and motive, heroes and villains, to 
love scenes, sex, psychoanalysis in critics ~- this provides special reading for the 
teacher, scholar expert ~ and for the layman with an inquiring mind on matters liter- 
ary. (Originally, this was scheduled for Fall publication, and reported in August. ) 

$3.00 


Thompson, Lt. Lawrence THE NAVY HUNTS THE CGR 3070 Doubleday, Doran 


(See Runbeck report for reference to this episode-on P. 498.) A stoic, 
dramatic tale of the sea in the story of a 57-foot yawl, the Zaida, a yachtsman’s fav- 
orite, which was donated to the Coastal Pickets, that Hooligan's Navy of small boats 
of all kinds manned by ineligibles for the Services who were bent on action somehow. 
And they got it, those nine men of the 3070, as damaged in a winter hurricane, with 
three of their number injured, they were blown out to sea and lost their bearings. Lo- 
cated by a destroyer after several days, towed, und then left behind and lost, they 
made abortive efforts to transmit on a broken radio set, and eventually met up with a 
convoy, North Africa bound. Once again they were left behind, this time by a hur- 
ricane, and after 21 days of storm, hunger, bitter cold, they were located by a B 17 
in the Army-Navy search, three hundred miles from nowhere. They finally were blown 
into Hatteras on their own. Exciting true narrative, with appeal beyond the war in- 


terest, for sailing men. $1.75 
January f° (0 

Fowler, Gene GOOD NIGHT, SWEET PRINCE: Life & Times of John Parrymore Viking 

* This candid, sympathetic account of Barrymore's life is written from the 


background of long friendship and understanding and constitutes an intimate portrait 
of mischief without malice, of headstrong emotions, of tempests, arrogance, humor, 
restlessness, caprice and courage, and all component parts of his personality and care 
eer, A thorough, anecdoted history of Barrymore's rise, decline and fall, rooted in 

a rich family heritage, a childhood in Philadelphia, efforts to escape the claim of 
theatre. His memorable attitudes originated in his youth and developed cyclonically; 
his four marriages furthered his legend, as his professional acclaim enlarged, dimin~ 
ished, enlarged again and eventually perished, Irrepressible, neither financial nor 
marital disasters could keep him down, even to the end when mind and body could hard- 
ly function. Watched over, cared for and loved by Ethel, Lionel and his friends, the 
inner drive of the man and his epic disregard for reputation, health and career, 
brought fame achieved and fame lost. A tribute, not less worthy because written from , 
love ~ to man and actor, $3,50 "A 


NUMEROUS LATE COMERS 
Van Paassen, Pierre THE FORGOTTEN ALLY ; Dial 


In view of the delays in receiving this book, we have a chance to review 
not only the book itself (which we found absorbing reading) but the reviews in the 
metropolitan mediums. We find ourselves in virtual agreement with Edgar Mowrer in the 
Herald+-Tribune, though acknowledging Mr. Duffus' charge that the argument is one-sided. 
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It is a provocative, controversial book which advances skillfully, convincingly, dra- 
matically, the case for Zionism and for insuring the maintaining of Palestine as the 
Jewish homeland. Mr. Van Paassen goes back into history, shows not only what was 

done, but how the myths grew up to contradict the action. He lays blame on the shoul- - 
ders of Britain's Colonial Office for the present empasse. And he shows the contri- 
bution Palestinian Jews have made to thewar-the contribution they cam make to a progres- 


sive Near East. $2.75 
Lomax, Elizabeth Lindsay LEAVES FROM AN OLD WASHINGTON DIARY: 1844-1865 Dutton 


Washington of the Civil War, as experienced by the widow of an Army offic- 
er and the mother of six, revealed in her diary in which, with grace and gentility, 
she retraces the era through her own activities and those of her family. Lindsay, 
her son, at "the Point" and later in the Cavalry; Vic, the charmer, and her court- 
ship by Chandler; her own busy days, with calls, receptions, visits from people of 
note, and the need to earn money through teaching music and writing for the Government. 
Then — the years of war ~ and Lindsay joins up in Virginia, while Chandler joins the 
Federal Army and Vic breaks with him. The hard anxious years, with Vie nursing, 
Chandler's death, the arrest of two of the girls, the moving from Washington to Char- 
lottesville to Fredericksburg. And here the diary ends. Edited by her granddaughter, 
Lindsay Lomax Wood + a charming revival. $2.50 


Schriftgiesser, Karl OSCAR OF THE WALDORF Dutton 


A picture of a profession and a place rather than of the man himself, this 
story of a famous hotel, whose knowledge of some fifty years of changing New York con- 
stitutes a tiny segment of the city's social history. He came from Switzerland ~- got 
a job at the old Holland House, then at Delmonico's, and applied for a job at the 
Woldorf before it was built. The opening in 1893 heralded immediate success; it be- 
came the social center, weathered the panic, mirrcred the pzssirg scene, was back- 
ground for a parade of distinguished visitors, national and foreign. Bracketed with 
the Astoria, it offered many innovations in hotel service, provided many situations 
and demands that Oscar had to meet, and in a hurry too, and with its demolition, was 
rebuild as the new Waldorf, run on modern lines, catering to descendants of the pa- 
trons of the old hotel. What goes on behind the scenes and the problems to be coped 
with form part of Oscar's story, as well as the complicated running and financial op- 
eration of such an institution. Somewhat unselective commentary on social and inter- 


national figures. $3.50 
Wheeler, Keith THE PACIFIC IS MY BEAT Dutton 


. Chicago Times correspondent, sent to the Southwest Pacific soon after 
Pearl Harbor, lived from December through May aboard cruiser, carrier, destroyer, in 
and out of engagements, experiencing as an observer, apprehensive at times, what made 
up the life of the fighting men. Then to Dutch Harbor and resistance in the mud 


against Jap attack and strongholds until October. In February 1943, back to the North 
again, through the taking of Amchitka, 26 days on Attu and the "“abbatoir” of Chichagof 
Valley...On the spot reporting, of front page news, which covers not only ships, fliers 
troops, but the practical end of war wherever things were cooking...An Ernie Pyle of 
the Pacific War Zone, for again there is a lifting of the anonymity of the fighting 
man; but he's an Ernie Pyle with tougher typewriter...He calls it "an amateur's report 
of an amateurs’ War" and it has little to do with strategy or tactics of the overall 
picture, but plenty to do with the men who are in the thick of it...Good material - 
good reading. (12/4) $3.00 


White, Stewart Edward ANCHORS TO WINDWARD Dutton 


White's own formulae for self betterment, uplift and pefsonal philosophy 
applicable to the general reader, and therefore broader in appeal than his Unobstructed 
Universe. Here are the "four freedoms of the spirit", - stability, serenity, eagerness. 
unfcldment, which he defines as "the uplifing assurance of growth". The importance of 
having an objective in what we do, the value of old age and the change of rhythm which 
accompanies it, the elimination of the ego, aids to the art of living and his own tech— 


nique ofwithdrawal from the world, faith, prayer andtolerance. Balm for older people, 
$2150 
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MacLeod, A.S. THE SPIRIT OF HAWAII Harper 


A portfolio of drawings, water colors (only one reproduced in color), lithe 
ographs of Hawaii, old and new, from 1921, through the tourist era, Pearl Harbor, and 
the Hawaii of war. People - peaceful pastimes and occupations - street scenes and 
country scenes - views, near and far. In captions and scenes there's occasional sense 
of repedition which mars the cumulative effect of the whole as a unified panorama. The 
interest will be largely factual, as I should think the appeal of his technique would 


be somewhat limited. $4.00 


Bates, W. H. THE BATES' METHOD FOR BETTER EYESIGHT WITHOUT GLASSES Holt 


A reprint, completely revised and reset, with some technical material el- 
iminated and new diagram instructions for home treatment for the layman included. A 
test chart for the exercises recommended is tipped into the back cover. The book mark- 
ed a revolutionary change in the approach to eye problems twenty years ago, and is 
still news to many. Dr. Bates' theory rests on the conviction that most eye troubles 
are functional muscular derangements, closely linked with lack of mental relaxation, 
and that correction can be achieved by mental control, exercises, recognition of the 


value of imagination, memory, and the destruction of illusions. In new form available 


at lowered price. $2,50 


Jennison, Keith Warren-Arranged by DEDICATION Holt 


This is a book of more permanent significance, perhaps, than his delightful 
photograph sequences (Vermont Js Where You Find It and The Maine Idea), but it shows 
an equal felicity of selection of photographs, and a skillful choice of phrases from 
the speeches of such varied people as De Gaulle, Chiang Kai Shek, Churenill, Stalin, 
Roosevelt, Wallace, Welles, Mackenzie King, Herbert Evatt, Walter Nash, Noel Baker and 
Pieter Gerbraudy ~ so linked that they read almost as a continuity, pointed up by their 


relation to the photographs. The book is subtitled "Text and Pictures of the United 


Nations". $2,50 


O'Faolain, Sean AN IRISH JOURNEY Longmans, Green 


First American edition of a book issued here in the Fall of 1940 in im- 
ported sheets. Here recaptures, after a journey through Ireland, are the elusive qual- 
ities which make up that rich-poor land. The focus is on the people, the small towns, 
from Kilkenny to Cork, Galway to Londonderry to Belfast. Casual encounters - gay, 
nostalgic, realistic. He portrays a country struggling for a formula of life, caught 
in "dead graditions of nationalism gone stale and religion gone sour", but still vital 
in spirit. Underlying it one senses his deep feeling for his land, commemorated in 
melodic prise. Don't miss it. $3.50 


Rae, Barbara COOKING WITHOUT MEAT Me. Se Mill 


Useful book with lots of practical and tempting suggestions. The author 
not only gives numerous excellent recipes for meat substitutes, for ways of cooking 
rice, pasta, legumes, eggs, vegetables, cheese dishes, ete. but she puts a good deal of 


emphasis on the importable of seasoning, sauces, gravies, and trimmings. Good value. 
$1.50 


Leopold, Jules AT EASE! Whittlesey House 


The author is the editor of the puzzle and game feature of Yank and has 
based this excellent collection of games, brain teasers, puzzles, p”oblems, tricks, 
stunts, etc. on the preferences shown for the items in his column. Even old timers are 


revamped to fit into military garb, though families at home will find this a useful 


game book. $1.75 


Garman, Grace A SALVAGE SEWING HANDBOOK Winston 


Not a how-to-do-it book for inexperienced seamstresses, but actually an or- 
ganization book for national salvage sewing projects, with charts of organization, etc. 


and suggestive lists of supplies, usable goods, and diagrams of ways to use them. Pam- 
phlet. $.50? 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
Coward McCann 
Ashburn, F. - PRIMER FOR PARENTS - from 10/25 to 11/29 445 
John Day 
Chen, C-H & S-H — THE FLOWER DRUM - definite date 12/2 448 
Zoff, Otto - THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH — from 10/25 to 11/29 445 
Doubleday, Doran 
Culbertson, Ely - TOTAL PEACE —- from 11/12 to 11/26 331 
Hendelson & Zucker ~- THE MUSIC LOVERS’ ALMANAC ~- price from $3.75 to $3.95 393 
Leonard, R.A.» - THE STREAM OF MUSIC ~ from 11/5 to 11/19 421 
Ramsey, Guy - ONE OONTINENT REDEEMED ~ Price from $3.00 to $2.50 417 
Farrar & Rinehart : 
Smith, Robert - EOTEL ON THE LAKE - from 11/18 to 11/29 . 441 
Houghton, Mifflin 
Benton, J. Je ~= COW BY THE TAIL — from 10/28 to 11/9 419 
Canby, H.S. ~ WALT WHITMAN - postponed to 11/5 419 
Clarke, G.H. - Ed. ~ THE NEW TREASURY OF WAR POETRY - postponed to 11/9 287 
Forbes, Esther - JOHNNY TREMAINE — from 11/9 to 11/15 405 
Foster, E. - DIRIGO POINT - postponed to 1944 322 
Hardison, Priscilla - THE SUZY Q@ ~ postponed to 11/10 419 
MacLeish, A..F. - CONE OF SILENCE ~ postponed to 1944 407 
Power-O'Malley, Ruth - MRS. CASSATT'S CHILDREN — from 10/29 to 11/12 409 
Lippincott 
Morehouse, Wart ~ Title from YANKEE PRINCE to GEORGE M. CCHAN: Prince of 
The American Theatre ~ Date from 11/3 to 12/1 446 
Simon & Schuster 
Auslander, Joseph - THE UNCONQUERABLES = from 11/11 to 12/29 423 
Craven, Thomas ~- THE STORY OF PAINTING - from 11/19 to 11/20 394 
Flexner, Jennie ~ MAKING BOOKS WORK ~ definite date 11/19 332 
Holding, E.S. - THE OLD BATTLE-AX - from 12/10 to 12/3 479 
Robinson, Armin — Ed. ~ THE TEN COMMANDMENTS - from 11/24 to 12/6 441 
Taubman, H. - MUSIC ON MY BEAT -_definite date 11/29 334 
Thompson, Dunstan -— POEMS +from 11/4 to 12/29 392 
Viking 
Bemelmans, Ludwig ~ NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP - postponed to 1944 407 
Hellman, Lillian — THE NORTH STAR -— definite date 11/4 485 


Magdaleno, M. ~ SUNBURST - from 10/? to 1/?/44 
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FALL JUVENILE SUPPLEMENTS: No. 19 
PICTURE STORY ROORS 


Lenski, Lois DAVY'S DAY Oxford 










Lois Lenski has somehow or other found the secret of winning the loyal de- 
‘votion of a small army of tiny tots with just this sort of elementary primer picture 
story book. (The Little Auto, etc.) This addition to her list seems ~ to one adult - 
to lack the touchstone; perhaps the children will prove me wrong. In almost comic striy 
technique, she reviews the daily activity routine in pictures in flat color and line, 


and simple captions. The result seems oversimplified - it has been better done, (Publ. 
$.75 














Barrows, Marjorie TIMOTHY TIGER Rand, McNally 








Picture story book about a tiger cub that wanted a mother, and tried to 
sell himself successively to an elephant, a crocodile, a monkey ~- only to find he wasn'- 
wanted. Then he found a tigress who wanted a cub, and, who liked all his qualification: 
The Hole Book idea is followed, with the little tiger's face showing through a hole in 

every page - and a toy book factor is involved in the luminosity of the raised figure, 
as described on the first page. Colored pictures by Keith Ward. Merchandise ‘value, 

(Publ. ) $,50 













Steiner, Charlotte & Burlingham, Mary THE CLIMBING BOOK Vanguard 












Toy book that opens out like an accordion. On one side, the pictures build 
into a Christmas tree, with Bobby climbing to the top to see what is there; on the other 
side, he is climbing down, and filling the stocking Santa Claus gave him with things his 
little sister would like from the tree. Rather a pious thought, but not goodygoody in 



















carrying it out. Merchandise value - but high priced. (Publ,) $1.00 
: FIRST STEPS IN READING - ‘Story Books ~ 
Tousey, Sanford DICK AND THE CANAL BOAT Doubleday, Doran 


In this series, Sanford Tousey has managed to oornvey a picture of different 
phases of American background and way of living, in a past period. In ‘this story -witt 
enough action and incident to carry the factual content, he tells the story of Dick, 
brought up on a farm where horses and mules are raised for trade, and of how his father 
took him to the Erie Canal, and let him go on a canal boat (to the owner of which a tea: 
of mules had been sold) for a trip up the Canal. Action pictures in flat colors; well- 
paced story. Board binding. (Publ.) $1.50 


Brooks, Walter R. FREDDY AND THE BEAN HOME NEWS Knopf 


. Tenth in a popular series - and a good one. Freddy, the pig, once again ‘th: 


central figure, as he puts into operation the plans for a rival newspaper, of which he. 
is editor, and manages ~- with ‘the help of the other animals of the Bean farm, and a 
a friendly ant, to make things lively for the rival sheet, and its owner, Mrs. Underdunk, 
Humor - philosophy - lots of action ~ and a timely touch in the scrap metal campaign, 
make this fun, IlNd. Kirt Wiese. (Publ,) $2.00 





























November 1, 1943 Juvenile Rooks 





L'Hommedieu, Dorothy K. NIPPER: The Little Bull Pup Lippincott 


Nipper joins the ranks of Scampy and Rusty and Macgregor and Tinker - each 
a different breed ~ in a popular series. The Marguerite Kirmse pictures, in soft black 
and white pencil and in color, give these books a substantial value aside from the 
pleasant and amusing stories. Nipper saw snow for the first time ~- and didn't like 
it ~ so he set out to find Jack Frost and order a stop to it. He consulted various an- 
imals of the countryside, but ignored their advice, and thought his problems were sol- 
‘ved when he destroyed a snowman ~ and rain came and washed the snow away. (Publ. )$1.75 


Tudor, Tasha ; THE WHITE GOOSE Ox ford 


A delicate fantasy, illustrated in soft blue tones to give the eerie feel 


of a story of moonlight and fairy folk and the wild geese that took the white goose away. 


Robin has followed his white goose, and finds in its stead, a fairy child, who tempts 
him to follow her up the moonbeams. When he refuses, she turns into the white goose 
and flies off with her wild relatives. A"stocking book" in size. Limited appeal. 
, (Publ. ) $1,00 
STORY BOOKS FOR ‘THE 9 ~- 12's 


Stong, Phil . MISSOURI CANARY | Dodd, Mead 


* Right up to ‘the minute, ‘this story of two farm boys and their share in the 
army manoeuvers which ‘took place over ‘territory familiar to them every day of their 
lives. Bob was 12 and Chuck 11 + and Bob had a special value to the "army" in the home 
territory because he knew how to play a bugle and could even teach the substitute bug- 
ler not to murder the few necessary calls of the daily routine. But it was the "Mis- 
souri Canary", the musical mule, that turned the tide of "battle". Entertaining and 
original story, which ten and eleven year olds will adore. Occasional smart aleckiness 
on the part of Mr. Stong which may annoy adults, will pass over their heads. Kurt Wiese 
pictures. Companion ‘volume in format to Honk the Moose, (Publ.) $2.00 


Levy, Harry THE BOMBERO Knopf 
Tales from Latin America 


Four long shert stories, contemporary in feel, with good atmosphere of 
streets, market place, life of the countries that form the background. The first story 
(title story) is set in Guayaquil where a small boy who yearns to be a "bombero" (fire 
fighter) has his wish; the second, Little Silver Fish is a story of Mexico, and of a 
lad who drives aSix burro‘team for the delectation of tourists, but whose ambition is to 
go fishing for the little silver fish. The Guanacothat was Different is an animal story 
of the plains of Argentine. And Alejandro and his Thirteen Dogs is a story of Peru and 
of a lonely small boy whose companions are a motley collection of dogs, which justify 
‘their existence by saving him from El Tigre. Don't pigeonhole this book as another col- 
lection of folk tales; it has a potential market more modern in interest. Lovely look- 
ing book, with stunning pictures - some in full color - by Howard Simon. (Publ. ) $2.00 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Judson, Clara Ingram DONALD MCKAY Scribner 


This is Miss Judson's fourth biography of an American, great in his own 
field. She has chosen figures dramatic in their own right, and Donald McKay is no ex- 
ception. The most famous single name in the history of American ship building, McKay 
was a creative geniusof nq meanstature,. and dared go against the tide, and design for 
speed and size along wholly new lines. Born on a Nova Scotia farm, he early felt the 
pull to the trade of boat building, but it was a long and arduous trip to the top - and 
success. A good story, well told, and simple enough in the telling for this age group, 
(Publ.) $1.75 
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FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 
MacMillan, William DARK TREASURE M.S. Mill 


Good adventure of the great northwest, in a story of 19-year-old Mark who 
went along with the intrepid Captain MacLaren as blacksmith on a mystery trip to the 
island of Dark Treasure - said treasure being the priceless Russian sables, smugéled 
to this island from the Czar's closely guarded property. Mark proved not only inval- 
wable in his capacity as blacksmith, but he could more than hold his own in almost any 
kind of fight, whether in sport or in protection of life, whether from treachery, or 
whales, or swordfish, The Northwest passage - a winter in the Arctic - and success ~- 
brimful of adventure. (Publ.) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 
Carlisle, Norman V. Ed. PARTS OF PLANES Harper 


Addition to Young America's Aviation Library and once again a successful 
exposition of an intricate subject, this time the clarification of the complicated me- 
chanism of an airplane engine. Despite the title, there is comparatively little in 
the text that deals with the external structure of the plane. The emphasis is definite 
ly on the fuel system, the cooling system, lubrication, types of engines, propeller, 
instruments, including the gyro compass and the automatic pilot, the internal control 
of landing gear, radio, etc. Clear-cut text and diagrams. Glossary. (Publ.) $1.00 


Strack, Lilian Holmes MAGNESIUM Harper 


This series of books on American minerals is extremely well done, and the 
excellent photographic illustrations are an important asset, but their value - I shoulc 
think - would be rather specialized, - High School libraries particularly, and refer- 
ence shelves of Public Libraries. Magnesium, present in all parts of the world and in 
many substances, has become a critical material of war, for its properties and its var- 
ied uses, from medicine, to incendiary bombs, photography, construction of planes, make 
it essential on all fronts. Its gradual development, how it is obtained, how extract-— 


ed, and the different phases of fabrication are all presented in interesting fashion. 


Hogarth, Grace Allen AUSTRALIA Houghton, Mifflin 


* Australia is too often lightly dismissed with a few paragraphs in geography 
and virtually no mention in history, and actually it has an exceedingly interesting 
story ~ a dramatic development over 150 years, from convict and penal colony to one of 
the most liberal of modern democracies. World War I gave it its place in the Domin- 
ions; World War II is giving it its place in the world. This is not only its history, 
but an excellent survey of its unique geographical features, its life and people; the 
leading figures, from Captain Cook through Bligh, Macquarie, Wentworth, Henry Parkes, 
Sturt, Stuart and others, political figures, figures in industrial and labor history, 
explorers. One could wish for more space on Australia today, but on the long range’ 
‘view, the war will be but one phase of its history. This is definitely a background 
book. The decorative and illustrative aspects, the beautiful format, give it an appeal 
beyond that usually achieved by even glorified "geographies". (publ. ) $2.50 


‘ 


Lucas, Jannette May FIRST THE FLOWER THEN THE FRUIT Lippincott 


This is a lovely book, similar in format and handling of content to Fruits 
of the Earth, but limited in appeal by its rather highbrow approach. However, once you 
get into the rhythm of the style it has a certain fascination of its own. Against an 
introductory section dealing with the significance of zones of climate, the reason why 
the temperate zone has seen most of the deliberate agricultural experiment, and life 
keyed to plant life, successive chapters then present successive fruits - their original 
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courses, development, influence on history, journeyings, and use. The fruits chosen 
are not standard ones, ~ date, fig, pomegranate, grape, melon, pineapple, banana, per- 
simmon ~ and a section on changes in food habits and fruit8 of the future. A beautiful 
book, with illustrations in color and a pencil black and white, by Helene Carter. Boards 
(Publ. ) $2.00 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 
Turner, Mary Ellis KAREN LONG, MEDICAL TECHNICIAN Dodd, Mead 


Another in the semi~vocational, semi-romantic series of girls into medicine 
nursing, public health, etc, in the story of Karen Long who volunteers for a year's ser 
vice in the laboratory at Johns Hopkins. Her roommates and their apartment; their 
friends among students and medicos; the marriage of one after Pearl Harbor; Karen's re- 
cognition of a beau, Jo, when he's off with a medical unit; her work with various ex- 
periments and her discovery of a new medium ~ all seem, in final analysis, somewhat 
machine~made, with Karen pretty much of a Nice Nelly. For readability not up to Dor- 
othy Deming, Caroline Chandler, etc. But it “leads, kindly light" as it should. 

(11/12) $2.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Non-fiction 
Wendt, Lt. Lloyd GUNNERS GET GLORY Bobbs—Merrill 


Competent personal history of Bob Berry, Armed Guard of the U.S. Naval Rex. 
serve, assigned to a merchantman. Here is a new slant on total war, the wide range of 
activities experienced by youths in a less publicized service. This is a closeup of 
the training,the duties, the contribution made by one of the tiny nucleus of naval per- 


)) sonnel assigned to these ships; he tells of the shaping Up of the gun crew, the watches 


and drills, successive torpedoings and rescues, transport to Sicily, etc. Might have 
a better sale with teen age boys than with adults. (See full report P. 482) (11/10) 
$2, 75 


Kimbrough, Emily WE FOLLOWED OUR HEARTS TO HOLLYWOOD Dodd, Mead 


There's not the hoydenish quality of When Our Hearts Were Young and Gay 
but it is lots of fun ~ this story of Emily Kimbrough and Cornelia Otis Skinner adven- 
turing ~ and misadventuring ~ in Hollywood. They meet celebrities, often disastrously, 
they learn something about making pictures, they do their job but fail to recognize 
the outcome. Things happen to them, individually and collectively, from the false 
start on the train, to the finale. (For full report see P. 480)(11/12) $2.50 


Simmons, Walter JOE FOSS: Flying Marine Dutton 


Heroism in the annals of aviation today in straight narrative recital of 
63 days on Guadalcanal in which Foss shot down 26 Jap planes. From a South Dakota farm 
to a Pacific island: a daily round of dogfights and raids, manoeuvers and tactics ~ 
and a 5 to 1 score. (For full report, see P. 488) (Publ.) $2,50 


Rinde, Charles A. ELECTRICITY: [ts Application Harcourt, Brace 
to Civilian & Military Life 3 


Self—teaching course in fundamentals of electricity which manages to cram 
an immense amount of basic and up-to-the-minute data into its pages. Double column 
layout, diagrams and photographs (375 of them) and an arrangement of material which 
starts out with the live practical part and gets down to the technical details after- 
wards, and thus catches attention of anyone interested in the subject. It has an im- 
mediacy that will override what seems to us to be a somewhat optimistic hope that it 
needs no background knowledge on the part of the inquiring reader. (See P. 489) (Publ,) 
$2,50 
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Cockrell, Marian LILLIAN HARLEY (Harper) $2.50 296 
Good light entertainment. A girl from the wrong side of town makes good. 














Fisher, Vardis THE MOTHERS (Vanguard) $2.50 298 
A moving historical novel of the Donner tragedy. 

























Habe, Hans KATHRINE (Viking) $2.75 319 
Paris before the war. Glamor of decor in story of a ruthless woman. 


Janeway, Elizabeth THE WALSH GIRLS (Doubleday) $2.50 351 
A woman's novel of mature marriage. An excellent first novel. 


Marshall, Rosamond KITTY (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) $2.50 381 
Engaging, seasoned tale of a Gainsborough model-decorative and highly romantic. 


Perry, George Sessions Fd. ROUND UP TIME (Whittlesey) $3,00 350 - 
Sheriffs and vigilantes, Indians and cowmen, hoaxes and hardships~all there. 


Warren, Robert Penn AT HEAVEN'S GATE (Harcourt ) $2.50 319 
Harsh, dynamic, convincing - a novel of the South in the late '20's. 


| Zara, Louis AGAINST THIS ROCK (Creative Age) $2.75 350 
Biographical novel of Charles V ~ a powerful and compelling book. 


& NON-FICTION 


Menefee, Selden ASSIGNMENT: U.S.A. (Reynal & Hitchcock) $3.00 417 
Absorbing documentary study of the country today - liberal and fair-minded, 


Nash, Walter NEW ZEALAND (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) $3.50 330 
An authoritative and definitive book on this little known continent. 


Paden, Irene THE WAKE OF THE PRAIRIE SCHOONER (Macmillan) $3.00 386 
An historical travelogue that pieces together the jigsaw of westward expansion, 


Queeny, Edgar M. THE SPIRIT OF ENTERPRISE (Scribner) $2.00 238 
F An industrialist speaks for the businessman. 


Rhodes, Anthony SWORD OF BONE (Harcourt, Brace) $2.50 385 
The period of the "phony war" — a bookto savor for its realism and humor. 
Richmond, Bernice WINTER HARBOR (Holt) $2.50 281 


Escape to sanity - summers in a lighthouse off the coast of Maine. 


Tucker, Lewis CLERICAL ERRORS (Harper) $3.00 86 
Astormy petrel in the Episcopal Church. Recollections of a full life. 










Van Doren, Mark LIBERAL EDUCATION (Holt) $2.50 418 
Persuasive theory of education for today and tomorrow. 





Winslow, Anne Goodwin THE DWELLING PLACE (Knopf) $2.50 223 
Relaxing, serene escape reading ~ with moments of modernity and humor. 





